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Ivory Punuk harpoon socket piece in the form of a polar bear head with an open 
mouth to receive the foreshaft, 22.5 cm 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
     This is a Punuk version of the highly stylized bear head motif commonly engraved on OBS socket pieces.  
Punuk socket pieces are rather uncommon.  An example with relatively little decoration was found in Ekven 
burial 319 (Bronshtein et al., 2007, #58, p. 112), and three undecorated examples were found in Ekven house 
H-18 (Dneprovsky, 2002, Fig 3, 8-10). A Birnik example from the north coast of Alaska, that is more closely 
similar in form to this socket piece and essentially indistinguishable in style from early Punuk implements, is 
shown in Ford (1959, Fig. 37-b), and a very similar but considerably smaller (13.3 cm) bone socket from 
Wales, Alaska is in the Menil collection (A8340). 
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Early Punuk socket piece from the harpoon set found in Ekven burial 319, 32 cm 
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From Dneprovsky, 2002 
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From Ford, 1959 


