GRASS COMBS

Bruce White photos

Punuk human figures in the form of a grass comb, 12.3 and 19 cm

Grass was "combed" in preparation for use in weaving socks (see photos below), and for pads in
boots, both of which were removed and dried overnight (Nelson, 1899, p. 43 and Plate 21). All
prehistoric grass combs seen up to now are Punuk (or later), and their use may have begun during
that period. They are characterized by large, heavy teeth that are sufficiently strong and widely
spaced for combing grass, as is evident in the examples shown here.



Punuk grass combs of non-figurative form, 19.8 and 16.9 cm
(Fitzhugh et al., 2009, Figs. 18 and 20, p. 153)
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Grass socks in the collections of the Sheldon Jackson Museum, Sitka, Alaska
Catalog numbers Ill.A5a.b and II-B-130
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